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by Mintek. For the annual meeting of
the Microscopy Society of Southern
Africa in Durban last December, he
was lead author on A Study of Phases
in Selected Alloys from the Pt-Al-V
System in the Pt-rich Corner.”

In other words, for the first time in
two decades, Bernard has the luxury
to work as hard as he can in the field
he loves.

Lillian Tibatemwa-Ekirikubinza:
A Woman with “Permission to
Succeed”

Being a woman, Professor Lillian
Tibatemwa is a rarity among academic
leaders in Uganda and indeed, in Africa.
She not only rose through Makerere
University’s academic hierarchy to
become the first full professor of law
in East Africa, but was more recently
named first deputy vice-chancellor for
academic affairs, the first woman to
hold that post at Makerere.

The road to her current post was not
without its bumps. When she entered
the faculty of law it was assumed by
her male colleagues that she would be
the one to teach family law. “No one
else wanted to,” she recalls during an
interview in her office, “and everyone
looked right at me.”

When she moved higher into uni-
versity leadership she encountered a
few more bumps. At her first meeting
with fellow members of the university
council, the men were all introduced as
“Dr.,” while she was welcomed as “my
sister Lillian.” At a subsequent meeting
of the council, she was again singled
out— this time as “Mrs. Lillian.”

“I had to say, I'm not here because of
my marital status,” she notes, though she
is happily married to an engineer, Paul
Ekirikubinza. “But I also knew I'd have
to work a little harder than anyone else.”

Her determination and dedi-
cation have paid off: though still
faced with some of the opposition to

women in power that has marked the
rise of women in many traditional
societies—both in Africa and else-
where—Tibatemwa has arrived at the
top echelon of leadership in a major
university. She is also a respected
researcher with interests in compara-
tive criminal jurisprudence, gender
and the law, human rights perspectives
of criminal law, and juvenile justice.
All three of her textbooks are available

Lillian Tibatemwa.

on Amazon (Criminal Law in Uganda,
Offences Against the Person, and
Women's Violent Crime in Uganda),
and she has published numerous arti-
cles and book chapters.

She has also emerged as a compas-
sionate defender of the underdog. “It
seems that when I was little, I had a sense
of justice I wasn’t really aware of,” she
explains. “My friends told me about this
later. They said | used to argue a lot and
take the side of anyone who was being
harassed. Later I learned that a judge
had the ability to defend people from
being oppressed, and I suppose that is
one of the reasons I went into law.”
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The youngest of five girls and three
boys, she was born into a family with
high standards. Her late father was the
sabalangira, or head of the princes’
clan, in the traditional Ugandan king-
dom of Busoga. (The largest city in
Busoga is Jinja, which sits adjacent to
the site where the White Nile pours
out of Lake Victoria.) Her parents
treated the female children just like the
males, sending them to one of the most

demanding high schools in the country.

When the time came to decide what
she would study in college, her most
immediate influence was a sister who
was three years older and who had
entered the study of law. Also, when
Tibatemwa was ready for university
in 1980, the government was giving
scholarships to those majoring in legal
studies. “It was assumed in those days
that if you were good in the humani-
ties, the field to study was the law,” she
says. “Just as if you were brilliant and
went for science, you went to medicine.
It was almost automatic. So it wasn't a
difficult decision.”



